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TURN  ON  THE  LIGHT! 

"Although  the  black  shadow  of  famine  has  darkened  the  lives  of  millions 
throughout  the  world,  we  in  America  have  an  abundance  of  many  foods,"  C#  V* 
Hemphill,  State  Director  of  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  said 
today  as  he  urged  housewives  to  use  more  eggs,  chickens,  potatoes,  cabbage 
and  fresh  citrus  fruits.    "We  can  turn  on  the  light  of  human  kindness  for 
^     those  unfortunate  people  by  avoiding  waste,  and  saving  wheat  products,  fata 
and  oils,"  Mr»  Hemphill  added. 

k  FOREIGN  FOOD  NEEDS  WON'T  END  SOON 

Four  countries  —  Greece,  Italy,  India  and  China  —  stand  in  the  great- 
est need  of  food  to  relieve  critical  shortages  and  will  have  to  receive  help 
for  the  longest  period  of  time,  Roy  F.  Hendrickson,  UNRRA  Deputy-General 
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reports. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  "good  chanoe"  that  coming  harvests  in 
0     Poland,  Yugoslavia  and  Czechslovakia  will  afford  temporary  lightening  of  the 
food  supply  burden  this  year* 

FARMERS  GET  MORE  AND  PAY  OUT  MORE 
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Increases  in  meat  animal,  vegetable  and  grain  prices  lifted  the  general 
level  of  prices  received  by  farmers  2  points  during  the  month  ended  March  15 
to  a  new  high  since  August  1920,  the  USDA  reports.    At  the  same  time,  the 
index  of  prices  paid  by  farmers  (including  interest  and  taxes)  continued  its 
five-year  advance  and  also  reached  a  new  25-year  high.     The  parity  index  at 
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179  percent  of  the  1910-14  average  is  now  53  points  above  its  March  1941  level. 
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HOOVER  URGES  U.  S.  TO  SAVE  MP  SHIP  FOOD 
Reporting  that  intense  human  suffering  and  death  still  can  be  averted 
in  most  of  Europe  "provided  present  rations  can  be  maintained",  Herbert 
Hoover  has  called  on  Americans  to  save  and  ship  more  food.    Hoover,  head  of 
President  Truman's  Famine  Smergency  Committee,  is  in  Europe  making  a  first- 
hand survey  of  the  Continent's  food  needs  and  reports  that  these  countries 
are  rationing  most  foods  and  making  strenuous  efforts  to  meet  their  food 
needs* 

In  his  first  report  to  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson,  Mr*  Hoover 
observed  that  variances  in  the  transport  and  distribution  systems.. of  each 
country  create  special  problems,  and  then  summed  the  situation  up  this  way: 

FRANCE  —  Needs  imports  of  fats  totaling  25,000  tons  a  month  to  maintain 
its  present  600  gram  monthly  ration*     To  continue  the  present  daily  bread 
ration  of  about  10  ounces ,  France  will  need  1,050,000  tons  of  wheat  between 
April  1  and  the  next  harvest. 

I TALY  —  Needs  about  650,000  tons  of  wheat  to  keep  up  the  present  daily 
bread  ration  of  about  eight  ounces  between  now  and  the  next  harvest*  A  huge 
black  market,  low  wages  and  mass  unemployment  complicate  the  Italian  picture* 

FRMCH  NORTH  AFRICA  —  Hit  by  a  severe  drought,  this  is  the  only  area 
so  far  visited  in  which  the  farmers  are  no  better  off  than  the  city  people* 
To  continue  the  present  daily  bread  ration  of  10.6  ounces,  North  Africa 
v/ill  need  250,000  tons  of  wheat  from  now  to  June  15. 
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"GET  MIME"  TACTICS  ROAD  TO  DISASTm 
Competitive  efforts  by  different  groups  of  our  people  to  break  through 
price  and  rent  controls  will  lead  to  disaster  for  all,  in  the  opinion  of 
Paul  Porter,  OPA  Administrator. 

"Since  the  beginning  of  the  war,"  Porter  says,  "the  whole  success  or 
failure  of  price  control  has  depended  in  large  measure  upon  the  maintenance 
of  a  reasonable  balance  of  gacin  and  loss  among  different  economic  groups  — 
labor,  business,    agriculture,  landlords,  and  others."    He  deplored  the 
tendency  of  economic  groups  to  "eye  each  other"  instead  of  looking  at  the 
national  interest.    This  is  tragic,  since  with  a  little  more  tolerance  for 
the  other  fellow,  there  can  be  plenty  for  all. 

UNDERSECRETARY  HUTS  ON  LEAVES  US  DA  FOR  UNO 
Undersecretary  of  Agriculture  John  B«  Hutson,  who  also  was  administrator 
of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  and  president  of  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation,  has  left  the  Department  of  Agriculture*     He  has  become 
chief  administrative  officer  of  the  United  Uations  Organization.    Mr.  Hutson, 
55,  is  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  has  worked  in  US DA  for  many  years.    He  was 
assistant  administrator  of  MA  from  1936  to  1940. 

To  succeed  Mrs  Hutson  as  undersecretary,  the  President  has  nominated 
N.  E.  Dodd,  Chief  of  the  Field  Service  Branch  of  the  Production  and  Market- 
ing Administration.    Mr.  Dodd,  an  Oregon  wheat  farmer,  has  been  with  the 
Department  sinco  the  beginning  of  AAA,  starting  as  a  county  committeeman. 
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4-H  HELPS  FEED  SUROPS 

American  4-H  club  members  have  made  a  gift  of  $3,32  5.46  to  help  feed 
starving  children  in  Czechoslovakia.    The  money,  which  has  been  turned  over 
to  U1TRRA,  will  be  used  to  buy  400  pounds  of  dried  eggs,  5,040  pounds  of 
dehydrated  soup,  and  2,400  pounds  of  dried  whole  milk. 

In  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  money,  former  UNRRA  Director  General 
Herbert  Lehxain  stated: 

"Such  an  expression  of  good  will  on  the  part  of  the  4-H  club  boys  and 
girls  of  the  United  States  is  heartening.    It  indicates  a  real  interest  in, 
and  a  desire  to  alleviate,  the  sufferings  brought  on  by  the  war." 

Each  carton  of  food  shipped  under  this  program  will  bear  the  following 
measage : 

"For  the  Czechoslovakia  child  feeding  project  from  the  4-H  club  boys 
and  girls  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

WORLD  WHEAT  CROP  SHALL 

World  wheat  production  in  1945,  totaling  about  5,200  million  bushels, 
is  the  smallest  since  1929  and  eight  percent  below  the  1944  crop.    The  de- 
crease is  the  result  of  below  average  harvests  in  all  areas  except  North 
America  and  Asia,  where  total  production  was  considerably  above  average  but 
smaller  than  the  year  before. 

The  great  production  drop,  and  where  it  is  hurting  most,  was  in  Europe, 
where  the  total  1945  harvest  is  estimated  at  about  1,035  million  bushels, 
or  36  percent  smaller  than  prewar. 
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